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Introduction

LAKE MERRITT BART: MOVEMENT,
MIGRATION, ARRIVAL

East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation (EBALDC, a nonprofit
founded in Oakland Chinatown), along with our partners Strada
Investment Group and the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART), will
redevelop the Lake Merritt BART Station to bring a transit-oriented,
mixed-income, public-facing, high density program to the Chinatown
community, while also strengthening the site’s connections to the
surrounding neighborhoods and adjacent educational and cultural
institutions.

PROJECT CONTEXT & SITE HISTORY

Prior to the 20th century, the majority of Chinese residents, businesses,
and cultural institutions were scattered in several locations around
Oakland, but focused at 8th and Webster, which today, is still the heart
of commercial Chinatown. In 1906, thousands of Chinese dislocated
from SF by the Great Fire moved to Oakland to the neighborhood
between Downtown Oakland and the Lake Merritt Estuary, creating a
more residential and family-oriented Chinatown. During the years
leading up to WWII, the neighborhood became more diverse and
pan-Asian. But by 1970, the neighborhood began to become boxed in
and carved up by freeways and large institutions. Throughout the 1980s
to early 2000s, the proportion of middle-income families declined,
replaced by more seniors and new immigrants.

In 2009, Asian Health Services and the Chinatown Chamber of Com-
merce partnered to host a series of community design charettes for
community stakeholders, and BART and the City of Oakland commenced
their Lake Merritt BART Station Area Plan process. These multi-year
processes generated a tremendous amount of public engagement and
new ideas about what this area of Chinatown should grow into over the
next generation. In 2018, BART released a Request for Proposals for
development of two parcels, and EBALDC and Strada’s response was
heavily inspired by the ideas and desires that neighborhood residents,
businesses, cultural groups, and nonprofits had expressed during the
previous decade of community planning.
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H— ,HE PHASE 1
H F2023F W1 - 2025F5ERK EST. CONSTRUCTION 2023-25
Building
Q ~360 units of market-rate and moderate-income housing
ﬁ'g’é’-‘lﬂ Building
9 HorEr BEREFEEM G ~97 units of affordable senior housing
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~525,000 sf of market-rate and below market-rate
commercial space
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SaERERTE RESIDENTIAL UNITS WILL BE
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INRIN RS - PUBLIC AGENCY PARTNER

SR IEIE 4 [E (BART) Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART)

ey JOINT VENTURE PARTNERS
i/éﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ \&] (EBALDC) East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation (EBALDC) & Strada
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